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Course Description  
The Path Foundation, Trees Atlanta, Friends of the Beltline, ATL Urban Farms, Ponce City Farmers Market, Aware 
Wildlife Center: these are just some local organizations working to sustain ecologies in Atlanta. Over the course of this 
class, we will visit and host guests from urban farms and farmer’s markets, as well as wildlife centers, green spaces, 
and the Beltline, so that students can identify and describe the relationship between the ecological and the social in 
their communities. Students will engage community partners and course texts through some of the following 
questions: how do individual actions effect larger ecosystems in which humans are enmeshed? How can humans avoid 
destroying ecology as we reach out to sustain it? How can we sustain the ecologies that sustain us without abandoning 
human community? This class Uses a WOVEN approach to communication that considers the interrelationship 
between Written, Oral, Visual, and Nonverbal modes to give students practice in analyzing the rhetorical strategies 
for articulating their own ideas about sustainability. To investigate the ways in which humans sustain ecology, we will 
analyze selections from Wendel Barry’s A Continuous Harmony, bell hook’s Belonging, John McPhee’s Uncommon 
Carriers, and Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s Dilemma, as well as readings on the history and the trouble with 
sustainability by such authors as Jeremy Caradonna, Steve Mentz, Timothy Clark, and Tim Morton. Students can 
expect to compose an introductory video; design a poster that illustrates sustainability; film and edit a mini-
documentary about Atlanta’s green and urban spaces; produce a collaborative cookbook that represents the ecologies 
of food in and around the Beltline; and curate all major assignments into a showcase portfolio. In the same way that 
our community partners sustain ecologies in Atlanta, in this class students will develop practices consistent with their 
roles as responsible members of local, national, and international communities.  
 
Course Texts 
Barry, Wendel. A Continuous Harmony: Essays Cultural and Agricultural. Boston: Harcourt, 1979.  
Brazillier, Amy and Elizabeth Klienfeld eds. WOVENtext: Georgia Tech’s Bedford Book of Genres. 2nd Ed. New York: 

Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2018. (redshelf.com). 
Caradonna, Jeremy. “Introduction.” Sustainability: A History. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014. 1-20.  
Clark, Timothy. “Nature, Post Nature.” The Cambridge Companion to Literature and the Environment. Cambridge UP, 2016. 

75-89.  
hooks, bell. Belonging: A Culture of Place. New York: Routledge, 2008.  
Joy, Melanie. Why We Love Dogs, Eat Pigs, and Wear Cows: An Introduction to Carnism. Conari Press, 2011.  
Lewis, Edna. The Taste of Country Cooking. Knopf, 2006.  
Morton, Timothy. “Introduction.” The Ecological Thought. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2012. 1-19.  
Pollen, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma. New York: Penguin Books, 2006.  



Course Goals  
Goals/Concepts Description 
Rhetoric Create purposeful, audience directed artifacts that present well-organized, well-supported, 

well-designed arguments using appropriate conventions of written, oral, visual, and/or 
nonverbal communication  

Process Use recursive strategies, including planning, drafting, critiquing, revising, 
publishing/presenting, and reflecting confidently 

Multimodality Develop competence in major communication modalities (WOVEN) and understand that 
modalities work synergistically.  

Collaboration Be productive in communities of practice—for example, as readers and critics, as team 
members and leaders—balancing their individual and collaborative responsibilities.  

Sustainability  Identify relationships among ecological, social, and economic systems. 
 
Assignments 

Assignment Sequence 
 

Value  Description 

First Week Video 5% Introductory video project to be completed during the first week of class 
and common to all ENGL 1101/2 courses. The five-minute videos will be in 
response to the assign prompts, recorded in the tool of your choice, and 
uploaded to Canvas. 

Student Teaching 10% In groups of three to four and scheduled throughout the semester, you will 
analyze an assigned portion of a course text according to the course theme. 
Each presentation to include a brief overview and an activity. All materials 
(handouts, slides, etc.), along with a video recording, to be uploaded to 
Canvas no later than 5 days after the presentation date.  

Poster  20% In your Posters (18" X 24") you will illustrate a key concept from one or 
more of our theoretical readings (Caradonna, Morton, or Sheldon) through 
a local or national development issue of your choice. The Poster project 
culminates in a Poster Session, where you will make a 2-3-minute pitch and 
respond to peer questions. A .pdf of the final draft of the poster, the 500-
700-word introduction, and a video of your pitch during the session to be 
uploaded to Canvas. 

Documentary   20% A 5-7-minute collaborative video project on the relationship between the 
Beltline and its natural/cultural contexts that mixes audio from guest 
speakers, with interviews, external footage, and overlaid commentary. To 
be composed in groups of 4-5, uploaded individually as an .mp4 to Canvas 
with a 300-400-word explanatory headnote and works cited. 

Carbon Footprint 
Cookbook   

20%  Each of you will choose a recipe, write an analysis of its carbon footprint, 
and then revise that recipe according to specific constraints in order to 
make it more sustainable. All the recipes, and the 1,000-word introductions, 
to be designed in WordPress posts and then published on the course site. 
Introductions and recipes also due uploaded to Canvas as .pdf files.  

Final Portfolio 15% Final, multimodal, showcase portfolio required of all 1101/2 students in lieu 
of a final exam. Composed in Mahara, portfolio to include a 1200-1800-
word reflective essay, the First Week Video, and three other multimodal 
artifacts 

Participation 10% Active participation and engagement in class activities, discussion, and 
events is required and counts as part of your total grade. You may be 
penalized if you have not done the reading or fail to regularly participate in 
class discussions and onsite activities. Please note your attendance at SLS 
hosting events (bus tour, gravel talk, and the three workshops) will be 
recorded using your Buzzcards. 

 



Grading Scale  
Grade Percentage Description 
A+ 98-100% Superior performance: rhetorically, aesthetically, and technically—demonstrating 

advanced understanding and use of media in particular contexts. An inventive spark and 
exceptional execution.  

A 93-97% 
A- 90-92% 
B+ 88-89% Above-average, high quality performance: rhetorically, aesthetically, and technically.  
B 83-87% 
B- 80-82% 
C+ 78-79% Average (not inferior) performance: Competent and acceptable— rhetorically, 

aesthetically, and technically.   C 73-77% 
C- 70-72% 
D+ 68-69% Below average performance: Less than competent— rhetorically, aesthetically, and 

technically. D 62-68% 
D- 60-62% 
F 50% and 

below 
Unacceptable performance: Failure to meet even minimum criteria—rhetorically, 
aesthetically, and technically. 

0  Zero work submitted 
 
Evaluation Rubric

 
 
Common Policies 
You must familiarize yourself with Georgia Tech’s Common Policies about evaluation rubrics (grading), course 
completion, attendance requirements, participation in class, non-discrimination, the Communication Center, 
accommodations, academic misconduct, syllabus modifications, and learning outcomes. You will be responsible for 
these policies, and when you sign the Statement of Understanding, you affirm you are familiar with these policies.  
 



Attendance 
The Writing and Communication Program has a Program-wide attendance policy, which allows a specified number of 
absences without penalty, regardless of reason. Students may miss a total of 2 short summer session classes. Unless 
exempted for participation in GA Tech athletics, religious observance, personal/familial crisis, hospitalization, or 
excused by the Dean of Students, each additional absence beyond the allotted number deducts one-third from the 
student’s final grade. Missing more than 2 classes in a summer session may result in automatic failure. Arriving to class 
more than 10 minutes late may constitute a tardy and three tardy constitutes an absence. Sleeping through any portion 
of a class period may constitute an absence.  
 
Late or Missing Assignments 
I do not accept late work as a general policy. For major assignments, however, late work will be accepted with a 
penalty. The assignment will drop from its original grade by one-third a grade letter for each day past the due date. An 
assignment that is one day late, for instance, may drop from an A to an A- or a B+ to a B. Alternatively an assignment 
that is three days late, may drop from a B to a C or a B- to a C-.  
 
Course Completion 
In all sections of ENGL 1101/2, not completing any component of the course, including projects, assignments, or 
workshops, may result in failure of the course, as determined by the instructor in consultation with the Director and 
Associate Director of the Writing and Communication Program.  
 
Revision 
While revision is built into all major assignments, during the semester you will have the opportunity to revise one 
major assignment that earns a B- or below. If you wish to revise a graded assignment, meet with me during office 
hours or by appointment to discuss steps and due dates. The revised assignment will receive an entirely new grade 
(not an average of the old and new grade).  
 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating and plagiarism are serious violations of the Georgia Tech Academic Honor Code. Plagiarism is 
intentionally passing off sentences, paragraphs, or entire papers written by someone else as your own original work or 
submitting whole or partial projects produced for other classes. When you intentionally use language, ideas, images, or 
other material or code without fully acknowledging its source/authorship in citation, you will receive and F for 
engaging in academic dishonesty and be referred to the Office of Student Integrity, as required by Georgia Tech 
policy.  
 
Accommodations 
Please note that this class requires some walking outdoors. Georgia Tech supports students through Access Disabled 
Assistance Program for Tech Students (ADAPTS). Any student who may require accommodation for a documented 
disability should inform me during the first week of class or when you become aware of your disability. Students who 
anticipate difficulties with the content or format of the course due to a documented disability should arrange a meeting 
with me at the beginning of the semester, so we can create a workable plan for your success in the course. ADAPTS 
serves any Georgia Tech student who has a documented, qualified disability. Official documentation of the disability is 
required to determine the eligibility for accommodation or adaptations that may be helpful for this course.  
 
Communications Center 
Please consider taking one or more projects, at any stage of the writing process, to the Georgia Tech Communications 
Center. The Center is an excellent resource for all students working on white papers, oral presentations, storyboards, 
videos, poster designs, podcasts, or professional materials. Make your appointment online to meet with a tutor in 
Clough Commons, Suite 447.  
 
Non-Discrimination 
This class does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender, 
marital status, disability, or status as a veteran. Alternative viewpoints are welcome; however, statements that are 
deemed racist, sexist, homophobic, classist, or otherwise discriminatory toward others in the class or outside the class 
will not be tolerated. 



 
Course Website and Syllabus Modifications  
The class website, which contains the course description, outcomes, required texts, polices, and the calendar is 
sustaingATL.mckennarose.org. Please note that the course calendar, assignments, and texts are subject to updates 
over the duration of the semester, and while the course site will be revised to reflect changes, the .pdf syllabus will not. 
 
Content Warning 
If you find you are unable to work with the text due to content, see me and accommodations will be made.  
 
Calendar 
Please note: All reading and assignments are listed on the date they are due, and the calendar is subject to change. 
 

Date In-Class Activities Reading & Assignments Due 
W, June 20 Introduction to course/Visual Design & Video 

Assess sample First Week Videos 
Draft First week Video script 

Complete Student-Instructor Agreement Form 
 

R, June 21 First Week Video ‘How-to”  
Guided Campus Sustainability Tour 
 

WOVENText (147-150) 

F, June 22 What is Infrastructure? Building a more 
Equitable Future in Atlanta and Beyond 
10:00AM-12:00PM 
Bill Moore Student Success Center, 
President’s Suite B 
 

Infrastructure Workshop 
 

M, June 25 Reflection 1: First Week Video 
 
Introduction to Unit 1: Posters 
 
Discussion: What is “sustainability”? How can 
we visualize the practices the term denotes?  

WOVENText (1-40 & 151-158)  
 
Caradonna, “Introduction.” Sustainability: A History 
(1-20) 
 
First Week Video Due uploaded to Canvas by 
11:59 PM 
 

T, June 26 Poster Workshop 1 
 
Meet at the GATech Communication Center, 
Clough 447 
 
Discussion: What comes after sustainability? 
 

WOVENText (Rubric: & Portfolio, 146-7 & 
Analyzing Design: 125-30) 
 
Morton, The Ecological Though (1-22) 
 
Draft (8.5”x 11”) of poster  

W, June 27 Student Teaching 1 
 
Discussion: Who/What gets included/excluded 
as we attempt to preserve the future against 
the present? 
 
Poster Workshop 2: bring revised poster draft 
as 8.5” x 11 

Clark, “Nature, Post Nature” (75-87) 
 

R, June 28 Poster Session 
 
Introduction to Unit 2/Group Video 
 

Poster/Introduction due to Canvas by 11:59 PM. 
 
 

M, July 2 ENGL 1101.FS2: Aware Wildlife Center  
 
 

Thoreau, “Where I Lived and What I Lived For” 



T, July 3 No Class: Independence Day  
W, July 4 No Class: Independence Day  
R, July 5 Student Teaching 2 

 
Guest Speaker, Snotti St. Cry 
 

Barry, “Think Little” (71-84) 

M, July 9 Student Teaching 3: Hybrid  
 
Discussion: Writing Nature/Home 
 
Explainer Script/proposal Workshop 1 
 

Hooks, “Preface” (1-5) & “Kentucky is My Fate” 
(6-24)  
 
Workshop draft of Explainer Video 
script/proposal 

T, July 10 Film Editing Workshop with Alison Valk: 
please meet in classroom and walk up to the 
Homer Rice Classroom in the Library 
 
Script generation workshop 
 

WOVENText (176-187) 
 

W, July 11 Film/Edit Day: Hybrid  
 
Independent Group Conferences/Workshop   
 

Video Script Posted to Canvas by 8:00 AM 

R, July 12 Film/Edit Day: Hybrid 
 
Independent Group Conferences/Workshop  
  

Video Script Posted to Canvas by 8:00 AM 

M, July 16 Reflection on Video Project  
 
Introduction to Unit 3/Class Cookbook 
 
Carbon Footprint Test 
 
Publix Trip 
 

Videos Due to Canvas by 11:59 PM  
 
Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma (1-32) 
 
Bring a recipe to class 

T, July 17 Student Teaching 4 
 
Farmer’s Market Trip TBA 
 

Pollen, Omnivore’s Dilemma (109-119)  
 
“Stranded in ALT’s Food Deserts”  

W, July 18 Student Teaching 5 
 
Discussion: Locally Sourced Food, 
sustainability, and equity? 
 
Recipe Revision Exercise  
 

Lewis, The Taste of Country Cooking (1-18) 
 

R, July 19 Student Teaching 6 
 
Discussion: Who eats? Who gets eaten? Who 
decides?   
 

Robbins, “To Love or To Eat?” (1-22)  

M, July 23 Food Ecologies Workshop 
 
Marah Portfolio Workshop, part 1 
 

WOVENText TBA 

T, July 24 Marah Portfolio Workshop, part 2 
 

WOVENText TBA 
 



Summer Session Reflection Workshop 
4:00-5:15PM 
LLC West Commons (by Wing Zone under 
Curran Parking Deck) 
 

W/S to reflect on interdisciplinary topics and 
projects  
 

W, July 25 No In-Class Meeting 
Office Hours, Hall #9, 11:00AM-1:00PM 
 
IGNITE Closing Showcase 
4:00PM-6:00PM in the Clough Atrium 
 

Carbon Footprint Cookbook Canvas by 11:59 PM 
 
Share your projects with all iGniTe students.   

F, July 27  Final Portfolios due to Canvas by 11:59 PM 
 

 
 
 


